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GENERAL GORDON LAMPPOST RESTORED TO ITS FORMER GLORY
In the summer of 2014 we asked for suggestions
to support a worthwhile project which met with
our objectives. We only received two
nominations, one of them being for the
restoration of the General Gordon Lamppost in
Heavitree. The lamp stands just where the road
divides to go either side of the Chapel of St Clare
and thousands of people must pass every day
without being aware of the name and the reason
for it being there.
On 3rd December 2014 The Chairman and I met
with officers from The City Council and Devon
County Council. This turned out not to be as
straight forward a project as we had first
anticipated because of the location of the
lamppost on a busy road junction. It involved
temporary three way traffic lights and work
could only be carried out at weekends for health
and safety reasons. However, the work was done
in conjunction Devon County Council improving
the traffic lights and a better crossing for
pedestrians at this junction. As a result the
estimated cost escalated and we were aware that
we could not fund the whole project. I was able
to secure additional funding from the Heavitree
County Councillor Olwen Foggin’s localities
budget, a generous donation from the person
who nominated the refurbishment and from The
Exeter Historic Buildings Trust.
I have worked closely with Sherry Rouhipour
Assistant Engineer Engineering - Public Realm for
Exeter City Council who has led the project on
our behalf, saved us VAT, and was also able to
liaise with all the services involved to achieve the
project.
The work was finally finished in December 2015,
with the post painted black with gold
embellishments and a new working lantern
installed. The granite base was cleaned and the
lettering restored. The base of the lamp bears the
name Charles George Gordon and the date 26th
January 1885 - the date when General Gordon
was murdered in Khartoum by supporters of the
Mahdi. An information board will follow if funds
permit.

www.exetercivicsociety.org.uk

So, what is the link between Heavitree and
General Gordon? Gordon's grandparents lived at
Lower Bowhill House, and have a memorial in St
Thomas Church. According to the parish history
leaflet General Gordon received his recall to
London before his fatal expedition whilst he was
in the porch of St Thomas Church. But the
reason for the lamp is that Gordon was a great
friend of the then vicar of Heavitree, Prebendary
Reginald Barnes. Gordon visited Heavitree and
exchanged many letters with the vicar who was
so affected by the news of Gordon's death that
he subsequently paid for the lamp to be erected
as a lasting memorial to the General.
By Susie Hewitt

Registered Charity Number: 286932
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From Keith Lewis - Chairman
With this edition of the newsletter we can look
forward to another busy four months of activities
and events. We are trying to organise a political
debate by local councillors at our meeting on
16th April, although it is proving difficult to get
any commitment at this stage. This should be a
real opportunity to engage future councillors
about civic matters and the development of the
city. Due to the changes to many ward
boundaries in May this year, all seats will be part
of this years city council elections. This could be
a significant year for the political make-up of the
city. I have been advised that the Conservative
party started their campaign the day after the
planning meeting for the bus station site, so we
can expect a long run-in and lots of campaigning.
At our Saturday meeting in January I mentioned
the likely establishment of two new interest
groups, a ‘Friends of Exeter Ship Canal’ and
‘Exeter Bus Users Group’ by the Civic Society. It
was questioned whether the city has too many
interest groups, and shouldn’t the Civic Society
be doing more under our ‘umbrella’. Whilst we
do have the infrastructure to support more subgroups (secretary, treasurer and website), I do
not think all groups fit well with our
constitution, and they may be too focused on a
small element of city life. Elsewhere ‘friends of
canals or waterways’ often organise working
groups to help keep the waterways in good
condition, as well as monitoring development by
those who manage the waterways. Whilst I hope

our River Canal and Quayside group will remain
involved with this group, it is hoped it will be
independent. Once a core group is established we
will keep you abreast of how the group is
developing.

With the development of the bus station I
organised meetings with several other
organisations that had concerns about the
development of the new bus station because it is
smaller than our existing bus station. Out of
these meetings came the idea for an Exeter Bus
Users Group – many other cities have such
groups. I hope this group will have a dual focus
– the long-term monitoring of bus services in
and into the city, and in the short-term to work
with the city council and their design team on
the design of the new bus station. I expect
members of Transition Exeter and Devon Senior
Voice will take a lead here.
I think it can only be a good thing if interest
groups allow individuals to engage in an aspect
of city life that really interests them. If they are
passionate about a matter, and the group has
good leadership, I hope they can generate ideas
for the betterment of life in the city and
challenge poor proposals by the authorities.

Friends of Exeter Ship Canal inaugural meeting - by Peter Nickol
The Friends of Exeter Ship Canal is being launched
in conjunction with Exeter Civic Society. Like
other canal friends groups around the country, its
activities will include organising and encouraging
volunteer working parties along the canal and its
banks, and participation in a range of projects
throughout the year.
There will be an inaugural meeting on 22 February
2016, to bring together individuals and
organisations with like-minded enthusiasm in
order to form a core group of supporters from
whom to choose officers and a committee to take
the Friends forward. It is the intention to hold a
general meeting soon afterwards to attract members of the public more widely.
The inaugural meeting of the Friends of Exeter Ship Canal will be held on 22nd February 2016 at the
Exe Water Sports Association, 62 Haven Road, Exeter, EX2 8DP. Refreshments will be available from
7pm and the event will start at 7.30pm. If you would like to attend, please confirm by email to John
Monks at jbmonks@btinternet.com or phone 01392 493559.

Blue Plaque News- by John Monks
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Blue Plaque Trail: Exeter Civic Society has produced a trail that brings the historic figures
commemorated by plaques across the city centre to life. The aim is to encourage local people and
visitors to seek out the plaques and enjoy them. Audio commentaries, photographs and text featuring a
range of plaques in the city and the stories of the notable people associated with them are now
accessible on mobile phones. Most of the commentaries were recorded by ECS members. One audio
track has still to be added but otherwise the trail is ready for use.
It can be accessed on the internet at www.placeify.co.uk/blueplaques
The trail has been designed to be used in the open while viewing a plaque, or at home on a computer
to plan a route in advance. The most interesting plaques in the city centre are included. The site also
allows users to post their reactions to the plaques.
The venture was created in conjunction with Placeify, a web-based platform that uses interactive map
locations. Will Barrett, a PhD researcher at Exeter University, who helped to create it, said: ‘It has been
a very enjoyable project to work on, not least because it gives us an opportunity to explore Exeter in a
different way, but also because it gives a greater sense of the characters whose names are on those
familiar, and sometimes less familiar, plaques.’
It is planned to supplement the trail in the Spring with a map of the city’s plaques to be obtainable
from tourist information spots.
If you experience any difficulties using the trail, please contact John Monks at jbmonks@btinternet.com
Other Blue Plaque News: Since October last year, the blue plaques page on the Civic Society website
has featured a ‘Plaque of the Month’. In addition, on 20 April 2016 we have the unveiling of a plaque
to the Exeter engineer Harry Weslake whose innovations gave more power to car, motorbike and aero
engines. The Crash Box & Classic Car Club of Devon are sponsoring the plaque and plan to bring
along some classic cars for the unveiling. There will be more information on this nearer the date.

Tour of Freemasons’ Hall- by Wendy Rakestrow
It was the second time Ruth had organized a visit to the Exeter Freemasons’ Hall for us and still 22
members turned up to be shown around the fascinating building in Gandy Street. It was like a tardis;
after entering the back of the building we were shown over three floors of meeting rooms, dining and
social areas as well as the main Lodge Room. The building was acquired by the Freemasons in 1876
but the deeds date back to 1620; it is Grade II* and contains 14th Century panelling, decorated
windows, Heavitree stone fireplaces and a former bread oven. It managed to mainly survive the blitz
but an earlier fire severely damaged the Lodge Room and it was rebuilt larger than before.
We heard about the history of the organization growing out of the masons, trades and guilds which
is where much of the symbolism, such as the square and compass, stones and aprons, comes from. It
is a fraternal group promoting morality and charity, they are the second largest charitable donors in
the country with all the money coming from the members themselves. Much of the secrecy that
used to surround Freemasons was to do with
the mood in Europe in the 1930s when they
were a persecuted group; they are now very
open but swear on oath not to reveal certain
“passwords”. Although this Lodge (St John the
Baptist) is a male only one, there are also
female only and mixed groups around the
country. The Freemasons are not allied to any
religious group but members must believe in a
‘Higher Being’, although discussions about
religion and politics are forbidden.
There is a very full social calendar and we
ended the tour in the bar as recipients of a
traditional Devon cream tea.

Redevelopment of Exeter Bus & Coach Station - by Keith Lewis
You will know by now that planning approval
has been granted for the redevelopment of this
site, which will result in Paris Street being closed
to traffic, and for roads in the St James’ area to
be altered to accommodate traffic which will
need to find alternative routes.
Several members of the civic society attended
the extraordinary meeting of the full council at
the Guildhall on 20th January 2016 to hear the
application debated. I was among five speakers
nominated to speak against the application, with
two of these heavily focusing upon the proposed
leisure centre and its inadequacy for local
swimming clubs. In my three minute
representation I made it clear that we welcomed
the development of the site, but have
reservations about the impact on neighbouring
roads locally and further afield if Paris Street is
closed to traffic, and the impact of a smaller bus
station which will result in many more bus stops
on neighbouring streets which will add to clutter
and buses using narrow roads.
The planning application was approved by a
majority of 25 for and 13 against; the Lord
Mayor abstained. The vote was split mainly by
political divisions, although a few labour
councillors did vote against the application. This
application was an ‘outline application’ which
sought to gain approval for the principle of what
is being proposed; that is retail, restaurants, a
cinema, leisure centre, and bus station. Detailed
applications referred to as ‘reserved matters’
applications will follow over the next year I
expect. It will be interesting to see how many
different applications there are, but I expect one
for the leisure centre, one for the bus station
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and one or more for the rest of the
development. I hope that the Civic Society and
others will have an opportunity to shape the
detailed proposals, and I was pleased to hear the
planning committee chairman say that he wished
to see good engagement by developers before
detailed proposals are brought forward. This
extended to the new bus station, with the leader
of the council, Cllr. Edwards, speaking in favour
of establishing a bus users group which should
be involved in the design of the new bus station.
Changes to highways (other than closing Paris
Street to traffic), are not a direct part of the
planning application but a consequence of it.
Devon County Council is the highway authority,
and at its Development Management Committee
meeting in November county councillors
approved recommendations that there should
not be any objection to the proposals to the city
council because there will not be a severe impact
upon traffic movements in the city centre.
Highway officers now have delegated powers to
agree what is appropriate to ensure traffic can
adequately move across the city. We know that
they are not happy with all aspects of the
proposed changes to the highways, and I hope
we can influence some elements of the proposals
to ensure we get the best possible arrangements
for the city. One interesting aspect of the closure
of Paris Street is that it is intended to continue
as a designated highway, but once development
is complete there will be a prohibition order for
cars/vehicles. This may offer the opportunity to
open it up to traffic if alternatives prove a
complete disaster.
At the planning meeting I had an opportunity to
discuss the development with
the lead officer from the
developers
representing
Crown Estates. He hopes that
a
detailed
planning
application will follow in the
second quarter of this year
with development starting in
2017. He told me that
funding is available, with
Pari
Crown Estates having a
s Str
eet
constant ‘pool’ of funds to
draw on, rather than to have
to seek funding from
investors for each project.
(continued overleaf)

Above: artist’s impression of Princesshay Leisure by permission of Crown Estates

Redevelopment of Exeter Bus & Coach Station - by Keith Lewis
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Above: artist’s impression of Princesshay Leisure
by permission of Crown Estates

(continued from previous page)

So what is next for the Civic Society?
We have three aspect of this development to
focus upon.
The retail and restaurant element which is
located off Paris Street and Sidwell Street will
act as an extension of the High Street and
Princesshay retail areas. Whilst developers will
focus upon their own development, we must
work with them and the city council to ensure
that Sidwell Street gets a lift from the
development. The council’s development
proposals for the bus station site talked of
improved pedestrian movement between Sidwell
Street and the development, and an improved
street market, and I hope we can ensure this is
not forgotten.

The provision of a high quality bus station that
encourages more bus usage and is welcoming to
visitors must be a high priority for the city as it
will be a first impression for many. As the
number of bus bays proposed will be fewer than
the current bus station, we must give detailed
consideration to how country buses or long
distance coaches can use on-street bus stops. I
expect to lead on establishing an Exeter bus
users group over the next few months and that
the group will engage with the city council’s
architects and other specialists to ensure we end
up with a bus station which will be functional
and a credit to the city.
And finally, we need to work with the county
council and other organisations to ensure the
proposed changes to the highway will function
well and reduce the possibility of additional
congestion as a result of this development.

December Open Morning - two special presentations
If you came to the December Open Morning you’ll know that we made two special presentations to
members who have contributed their time and efforts to the Society. They both received flowers and
chocolates, and a huge round of applause!
Felicity Murdin was our Chairman from 2010 to 2013 and gave many years of service to the Society
until standing down at the 2015 AGM.
Ann Corbin is our Refreshment Co-ordinator. She organises her band of helpers, buys and transports
all the necessary supplies for each event and makes sure we are all fed and watered at the right time.
Many thanks from the Society to both Felicity and Ann.

Exeter Cathedral Archives - by Ian Maxted
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On 8th October 2015 Simon Timms and Ellie Jones, the Cathedral Archivist, gave an enthusiastic tour
of some of the highlights of Exeter Cathedral and its archives and library. Simon's was a personal
choice, homing in on features that revealed how brightly painted the Cathedral once was, both
outside, where the statues of the west front were painted and inside, where the massive wooden
bishop's throne and many of the medieval monuments bore traces of polychrome decoration. In some
cases such bishops Stapledon and Bronscombe, significant amounts of coloured painting remain. He
also highlighted the Cathedral's links with the wider world, from the azurite used by medieval
painters, imported from Baghdad, to monuments of the Cawnpore massacre during the Indian
Mutiny, of John Graves Simcoe, first Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada, of the Exonian John
Horden, missionary and bishop at Moose Factory on Hudson's Bay and also the pennant of the
Plymothian Robert Falcon Scott, carried on his sled across Antarctica. Simon stressed that the
Cathedral was ever changing across the centuries: St James chapel, rebuilt after the 1942 bombing
with corbels featuring Tom the Cathedral cat and his rodent prey, the controversial nude statue of St
Peter atop the west font added in 1985 and only last year a magnificent medieval eagle lectern
retuned to the Cathedral from St Thomas Church.
The archives hold mainly the records of the Dean and
Chapter with the fabric account rolls in pride of place,
giving detailed accounts of payments for the work
undertaken on the Cathedral from 1279 to 1520 when
they were continued in book format. A roll for 1328 was
on display. There was a fascinating account by Francisco
Alvarez who was working on a project for King's College,
London to digitise and analyse the contents of the Exon
Domesday – the only surviving regional draft for the
Picture of Ellie Jones taken by the BBC
national Domesday survey of 1086 which is held in
London. He showed how as many as two dozen scribes were working on the document, probably in
Winchester, with many additions and corrections being inserted before it was submitted to the
Exchequer. Finally on National Poetry Day we were treated to extracts from The Oxford sausage, an
anthology of poems printed in 1764 – one of more than 30,000 volumes on all subjects in the
Cathedral Library. An enjoyable, informative and fascinating morning – and it can easily be
understood why it was a repeat performance by popular demand.

Visit to

e-on Energy Facility - by Jane Evans

Seventeen members of the Civic Society visited
e.on Energy Solution’s community energy facility
at Clyst Honiton on Thursday 3rd December
2015. We were welcomed by Kate who gave us a
talk and slide show on how the district heating
facility works. The plant produces heat and hot
water using natural gas and it is piped to the
new town of Cranbrook and to the Skypark. The
water leaves the plant at 85° and returns at
around 55°. A heat interface unit in each
property controls the circulation of the hot water
and heat around each property in a similar way
to a combi boiler.
The benefit of the system is that there are
minimal transmission losses as the efficiency is
58% compared to coal’s efficiency of 40%. Any
surplus electricity is used to heat the water in the
storage tanks and if this is not required it is
provided to the national grid. There is a contract
for eighty years for e.on to provide the hot water

and heat. The Cranbrook scheme is the first new
development that e.on has undertaken and it has
been a success. There will be a new plant built
to provide heat and hot water to the new
properties being built at Monkerton. Retrofitting
of properties is possible but is not economic at
the moment.
We were then provided with a quick tour of the
plant. It was a pristine plant with all new
equipment and safety labels etc. The second part
of the plant was under construction and we were
able to look at the pipes which are
insulated. Each piece of pipe has a detector to
monitor for leaks. The pipes were laid along the
road network as the new developments were
being constructed.
With thanks to Kate who provided an interesting
talk and coped admirably with the many technical
questions from the knowledgeable members of
the Civic Society.

From Pamela Wootton - Planning Sub-Committee Chairman
Re-reading Planning sub-committee’s contribution
to the Autumn Newsletter I find that I filled a
whole page with comment on the application by
Crown Estates and TIAA Henderson to develop
what is still often called the ‘bus station site’. The
application does indeed cover the area occupied by
the present bus station and the land between it
and Sidwell Street, but we were surprised to
realise, well into the discussions, that the Crown
Estates involvement ended with allocating space
for the new bus station, and we were shocked to
find that the entire expense of fully designing and
building it would be borne by the city. As you
know, and as I am sure Keith will have recorded in
the first pages of this Newsletter, the City Council
has approved the application at the Guildhall
meeting at which he and other representatives
spoke so well of our and their objections. We
understand that the developers hope to present
plans for the reserved matters, the actual designs
for the buildings holding shops and restaurants in
the angle of the upper part of Paris Street and
lower Sidwell Street, by the early summer and
planning sub-committee is looking forward to then
studying these including, we hope, some
improvements particularly at the rear of buildings
along that side of Sidwell Street.
One other application mentioned in that
newsletter, the very tall building at the top of
Longbrook Street with five student rooms on each
floor, has been approved after long negotiations by
which the case officer was able to gain the
developers’ agreement to a slight reduction in
height, a great improvement in the external
design, and the introduction of an ongoing
management plan which is, we think, an essential
part of any
purpose built student
accommodation.
Purpose built student accommodation (now
shortened to PBSA but I prefer the long version)
has taken much sub-committee time since
September. Most recently the amended plans for
the site currently occupied by Clifton Garage
facing St David’s station on Bonhay Road and
reaching back to St David’s Hill seem acceptable.
They show a mixture of blocks including
communal facilities, common rooms, laundry, gym,
management office, with small groups of flats and
studio rooms in the middle of the site, fronted by
a terrace of four-storey ‘town houses’ on each
road aspect, six on Bonhay Road and four on St
David’s Hill. Each ‘house’ has its own front door
leading to kitchen/common room on the ground

Page 7 of 9

floor with two study-bedrooms on each of the
three floors above, and is clearly intended to be
similar to the HMOs (Houses in Multiple
Occupation) which students favour in their second
or third years, and which local communities
understandably frown upon as distorting
community balance and causing a shortage of
family housing, especially in many roads near the
University. It seems to us a good innovation and
we are wondering whether other potential
developers may follow it. I’ve described the
development in some detail as you may be
interested to know what we find acceptable, but
we are much less enthusiastic about several other
large accommodation buildings.
The largest of the proposals for student
accommodation, the creation of major extensions
on each side of Renslade House, which would itself
remain an office block, we find deplorable. Views
of the interesting city buildings rising behind the
right-hand wing, and of Bartholomew Terrace
behind the left-hand wing, would be lost, and
views over St Thomas to the hills edging the city
would only be visible in glimpses from the
Terrace. Within the building the layout on each
floor is of rooms opening from corridors which
are too long and unnecessarily institutional in
character. The top floor is a roof garden, actually
open space with walkways, a feature which
developers seem to feel lessens the impact of a
building’s height. The same feature is employed by
the intended developers of the Radmore and
Tucker site at the West Gate, but in a more
elaborate style to provide garden for the luxury
student apartments which top their design of
another PBSA. In response to early objections,
principally I expect from Historic England, but also
ourselves, they removed one lower floor from the
proposal so allowing the Cathedral towers to
remain visible from the Old Bridge, but this is not
enough, as Historic England made clear in their
subsequent letter received as the Planning Office
reopened after Christmas, just in time to be
presented to the City Planning Committee who
met that evening to determine whether to approve
that application as they were recommended to do.
Fortunately, and bravely we feel, they refused it
and we now wait to hear whether the intending
developers will go to appeal or attempt to amend
their proposal sufficiently to avoid partially
obliterating the prospect of the city from the river.
Within an urban area views for individuals are not
a planning matter, but Exeter must continue to
consider how it appears to residents and visitors.

From Pamela Wootton - Planning Sub-Committee Chairman
One other proposal with a roof garden is
causing concern. The development behind Dean
Clarke House, which several years ago gained
approval for a mixed-use of hotel, car park and
offices. Developers have built the hotel with car
park below, but have not found takers for the
offices so have not built them. The developer
now proposes to build a hotel on the end of the
site nearest to the Law Courts. This would abut
onto the existing hotel but have no connection
with it, and the plan is such that several rooms
on each floor will have no windows. Although
we are told that this is now quite usual in hotels
we are objecting to the plans, as are many
members of the Society of Friends, whose long
established Quaker Meeting House and peaceful
garden will be closely overlooked and who fear
that the hours and activity of a hotel would
adversely affect their times of worship and
community activity, which the weekday conduct
of an office would not. Unfortunately it seems
that Exeter needs hotels but not offices in the
city centre.
Since September planning sub-committee has of
course looked at very many applications as well
as those which I have commented on at such
length above. We have had useful conversations
with the unfailingly helpful officers of the
planning department (now called City
Development), and have written objections to a
few proposals. Some, such as proposals to build
student accommodation adjacent to the football
ground, and to much improve the club’s
facilities are still ongoing and are changing
slightly all the time. Others, such as a proposal
to replace redundant semi-industrial buildings
with a small group of houses on Isca Road have
been withdrawn by the applicant who has
subsequently submitted a better design for four
houses. Proposals for a cookery school which
will occupy the ground floor of the otherwise
redundant warehouse at 60 Haven Road have
submitted sensible
amendments.
Other
applications have eventually received approval
such as Exeter Municipal Charities who replaced
almost incomprehensible plans for alterations at
Magdalen Cottages by much clearer ones. The
list could be almost endless and I hope serves to
show you what a fascinating range of subjects
we deal with. As ever, do consider joining us as
Miss Lelly Bebb, a fairly new Civic Society
member, has recently done. We are delighted to
welcome her and so far she seems to enjoy it.
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Planning sub-committee members are always glad
to try to answer comments or questions from
members but rarely receive them. A recent
question was “What will happen to the Bus
Depot, the other side of Cheeke Street from the
bus station, when Stage Coach remove to Marsh
Barton?”
A new-to-Exeter provider of student
accommodation has shown initial plans which,
unusually, include some consideration of public
realm. We look forward to their eventual
submission but fear that the ‘public realm’ may
consist of the enclosing streets where National
Express coaches will be awkwardly loading and
unloading, unless a solution is found to that and
other problems.

Monthly Open Mornings
10.30am to 12.00pm
Belmont Chapel (next to Jurys Inn)
Western Way, Exeter
There is a speaker at 11.00am (subject to
change) and sometimes afterwards a discussion
on current issues in which you can participate.
Visitors and guests are welcome and
refreshments provided.
Saturday 20th February
Speaker: Robin Wootton will talk about the
Devonshire Association.
Saturday 19th March (different room)
Speaker: Christine Fraser will talk about Exeter
Community Forum.
Saturday 16th April
Speaker: We hope to have representatives of
the main political parties running for a place
as councillors for Exeter City Council in the
May elections. The focus of debate will be
around civic matters.
Saturday 21st May
Speaker: A representative of the local Police
will talk about the problems of policing a city
like Exeter.
If any more events are organised before our
next newsletter on 1st June 2016, or there are
any changes to speakers or venues, they will
appear on the website and members will be
notified by e-mail.
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Programme and Contacts
Dates for Your Diary

Dates for Your Diary

PLEASE BOOK FOR ALL EVENTS

PLEASE BOOK FOR ALL EVENTS

Saturday 27th February
Visit to the Custom House at the Quay
Starting at 11.00am. This is one of the oldest
brick built buildings in the country. Tour to
be led by Mike Walker (Trustee of Exeter
Canal and Quay Trust) who will talk on the
history of the building followed by a short
film and a short walk along the Quay. Cost
£3.00 to society members. Please book
through Ruth McLeish (details below).
Saturday 12th March
Guided Walk of West Exe in Tiverton
Starting at 2.30pm. Guided walk of the area
around Heathcoats factory led by Anne Davies
of Tiverton Civic Society. Meet outside Elsie
May Café at Tiverton Bus station. Cost £1.00
to society members. Please book through
Ruth McLeish (details below).

Saturday 9th April
Visit to St Anne’s Orthodox Chapel
Starting at 2.00pm. Visit led by Peter Scorer,
Deacon of the Orthodox Church. No charge
but contribution to church funds would be
appreciated. Please book through Ruth
McLeish (details below).
Wednesday 11th May
Visit to Research, Innovation, Learning and
Development Centre at RD&E.
Starting at 2.00pm. Visit lasting about 90 mins
led by the Centre Manager Gillian Baker. No
charge to society members. Please book
through Ruth McLeish (details below).
If any more events are organised before our
next newsletter on 1st June 2016, they will
appear on the website and members will be
notified by e-mail.

AGM and Christmas Lunch - by Pamela Coleman
On Saturday 21st November 2015 for the first time we held our AGM on a Saturday morning at
our Open Morning venue Belmont Chapel. Previously it was held on a weekday evening at the
Devon and Exeter Institution. We have previously charged for supper after the proceedings, this
time we provided a free lunch! Thank you to all those who came and made it such a successful
event. Felicity Murdin stood down from the committee
but two new members joined, Diana Taylor and Nerina
Frampton. Margo Swift, who was previously Chairman,
returned to the committee. The minutes of the AGM and
the year’s accounts are available in the members’ area of
our website.
On Saturday 12th December society members met for a
Christmas Lunch at the Mill on the Exe. This went very
well and I hope those who attended enjoyed themselves.
Many thanks to Ruth McLeish, Susie Hewitt and Ann
Corbin who organised the food at these events.
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