Exeter Civic Society
Newsletter - Summer 2019

Founded in 1961

The new blue plaque to Stephen Simpson at Maynard’s School.
Stay tuned for a new blue plaque to portraitist and miniaturist
Nicholas Hilliard to be unveiled close to St. Pancras Church
From Keith Lewis, our Vice Chairman
Greater Exeter Strategic Plan.
With local elections now behind us, and councillors in East Devon, Mid Devon and Teignbridge
secure in their wards until 2023, we can expect that the council's engaged in bringing forward the
over-arching plans for the Exeter area to start consulting about where development may be this
summer. Local councils have announced that the government have granted £750,000 towards the
development of a new garden community of up to 20,000 new homes to be built across Exeter and
the surrounding area, the Minister of State for Housing announced on 16 May 2019. It is not clear
where these homes will be, or whether a new community like Cranbrook will be established, but it is
hoped the homes will be built by 2040. The total number of homes expected to be built across the
area though is expect to be nearer 50,000.
Liveable Exeter
In the last newsletter I highlighted Exeter City Council's ambitions to build 12,000 homes within the
city, much on land they control or own, including 5,000 on industrial land in the Marsh Barton area.
Making better use of land is clearly an efficient way forward rather than building on green spaces
and agricultural land, but what are the implications? Most industrial buildings at Marsh Barton are
old and single storey, often with large staff car parking areas, so replacing them with energy efficient
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buildings will be a good thing. But how will 5,000 homes be squeezed into the area? One option is to
build over several levels with commercial premises on the ground floor and residential on upper
floors, but the challenge then is how to create a pleasant environment for people to live in? Many
commercial operations involve noisy or smelly processes so how will the two functions sit
comfortably together? And while the council hope to develop communities less reliant upon cars,
most people will require a car some of the time, so where will the cars be kept if the land is to be
used more efficiently? In many European countries underground car parks are developed, but there
does not seem to be much appetite for this in the south west! Secondly, 5,000 homes will generate
about 10,500 people, 1,000 primary school age pupils, 600 secondary age pupils, and clearly many
older people who will need support. The secondary age pupils could possibly be accommodated at
the new school proposed south of Exeter (in Teignbridge), but 2 new primary schools will be
required, displacing businesses from the area. In addition, local play areas, a doctors surgery, shops,
hairdressers etc will also be required, needing more of the employment land. So where will the
displaced businesses relocate to? The answer must be outside of the city, which will result in
Exonians having to travel out of the city to work. This could result in more cars on our roads unless
those developing the 12,000 homes in the city are required to contribute towards the provision of
additional public transport and significant cycling and walking routes. It will be interesting to see
how this evolves.
Bus Station / Paris Street Redevelopment and Car Parks development plan.
I understand from the council that we can look forward to seeing reports about the City Council's
proposals for these areas in the early autumn. Redevelopment of some of the car parks could
contribute towards the provision of new housing within the city, and it will be interesting to see if
they are brave enough to remove car parking from within the roman walls to help alleviate
congestion, as proposed in their City Centre Strategy published some years ago.
Draft Physical Activity Strategy
The Civic Society submitted a response to the city council's consultation about this strategy, which
included draft proposals for sports buildings and pitches. The principle of enabling us to be more
active and healthier is supported, including proposals to develop more cycling infrastructure, but I
found conflicts with a number of the council's plans in respect of playing fields in the vicinity of the
canal, and if Exeter Arena is to be developed with many more facilities, I have questioned how
highway infrastructure and public transport will be improved to give users good access.

from Christo Skelton, Treasurer
A reminder that we changed banks this year so if you have not changed your Standing Order to the
new bank or if you would like to start paying membership fees by Standing Order, you will find the
form at the end of this newsletter. Thank you to those who have already done this.

River, Canal and Quayside Group
Peter Nickol
The Friends of Exeter Ship Canal have their AGM on Monday 10 June at 6.30, at Exeter Canoe Club.
For further information, or to join the Friends, please contact John Monks, jbmonks@btinternet.com
We were sorry to learn of the death of Jean Hall, aged 93. She was active and supportive in the RCQ
Group’s earlier years, and devoted to the cause of canals in the region. She helped us to establish
the connection with the Inland Waterways Association, which in turn helped to lead to the
formation of the Friends of Exeter Ship Canal.
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We remain very concerned about the state of St James Weir, and of the leat leading down towards
the Paper Mill at Countess Weir village. The resulting fall in the river level below Trews Weir is also
causing problems. No one is yet accepting responsibility for the weir, or agreeing to repair it, but we
understand that the City Council is discussing it with the Environment Agency, which at least gives us
some hope that a solution is being sought.
The Paper Mill itself is the subject of an interesting exhibition at Topsham Museum. Its centrepiece is
a model probably made by an apprentice around the 1870s, showing the mill’s extent at that time.

VISIT TO ALMSHOUSES AT MT. DINHAM – 6 March 2019
Around 20 of us gathered on the windy hilltop of Mount Dinham to visit the Cornerstone Housing project to
refurbish the beautiful alms houses there.
Split into two smaller groups we had a fascinating talk on their history and a site tour.

Built by Kenton-born devout Christian grocer, silversmith and tea importer John Dinham (who
bought the site to avoid it falling into disreputable hands!), 44 homes were built - increased slightly
by later building of two further properties). The lovely garden was designed and planted by the
Veitch family.
Though they still look charming from the outside, it became apparent that much work needed to be
done on them, so Cornerstone was allowed to take a 125-year lease on them to bring them up to
modern standards. They began work in 2012 and hope to finish in 2020. However, they still have to
adhere to rules that say they must only be let to people over 60, of limited means with a connection
to Exeter.
Other rules of the original alms houses were on display which included keeping yourself to yourself
and not gossiping about other people!
We saw original condition, semi-refurbished and fully-refurbished properties and the site manager
spoke knowledgeably about the many problems that had to be overcome - not least of which was
the attempt to slide down the hillside towards the cliff above Bonhay Road!
We were all very impressed by the high standard of workmanship and the sympathetic restoration
of the dwellings.
Sandra Semple

TOUR OF THE WEST QUARTER – 8 June 2019
Several members went on this tour led by member Mike Richards who is a very knowledgeable Red
Coat. We started at St. Nicholas Priory with Mike explaining the history of the Woollen industry for
which Exeter was the principle location for in the U.K. By the early 1700s Exeter was a very wealthy
throughout the West Country. There were 30 mills between Mill-on-the-Exe and Trew’s Weir
working 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Their job was to remove the lanolin from the wool by
pounding it very hard and washing it in Fuller’s Earth and human
Urine which was collected from people’s homes.
Our next stop was Tucker’s Hall which is where members of the
Cloth Workers Guild met to make decisions about their trade. It was
founded in 1471. To dry the wool it was hung by tenterhooks. A
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sample of which can be seen outside Tucker’s Hall embedded in the wall.
We crossed Fore Street and were led down a very narrow street, which seemed to be unnamed,
coming out on Stepcote Hill and we walked down to the West Gate.
We gathered around The House that Moved opposite The Matthew the
Miller Clock on the tower of St. Mary Steps Church. The clock is 16th Century
and was recently refurbished with the help of money provided by the Civic
Society. The clock has one hand only which tells you the minute and the
hour is displayed by the sun.

We then walked across the Old Exe Bridge which was
built in 1200 and is wide enough to take two horse and
carts – one in each direction. The site of Exe Island was
once the heart of the Devon Cloth Industry and it was
packed with mills, fulling stocks, cloth drying sheds and
racks. The fulling mills were powered by water via manmade channels called leats.
From Exe Island we crossed the road and walked down
Commercial Road towards the Quay passing the pub The
Bishop Blaize which was the original site used before
Tucker’s Hall was built Mike took us into the Custom’s
House where there is a permanent exhibition on the
Wool Trade. One of the main features of the Custom
House is the plaster work which was done by John
Abbott of Frithelstock. There is an example of a bale of
cloth in there and it just astonishing to think that 1000
bales were exported each day,
This concluded our tour and a huge thank you to Mike Richards.
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Christo Skelton

exetercivicsociety.org.uk

Registered Charity number: 286932

Upcoming Events
President: Hazel Harvey f.d.harvey@exeter.ac.uk
Date

Open Mornings

15th
Jun
2019

Sue Knox will talk on The Lawrence Tower
or Haldon Belvedere

20th
Jul
2019

Mark Davies will talk on Bishop Hugh
Oldham

21st
Sept
2019

Sue Andrew will talk on Harry Hems
(payment of £36) agreed for this.

19th
Oct
2019

David Radstone’s talk is entitled the
Embalmed and Crucified Man

16th
Nov
2019

AGM

14th
Dec
2019

Keith Barker will talk on the Green Men of
Exeter Cathedral

Date

Other Events

Sat 8th
Jun
2019

Tour of the West Quarter, the Medieval
Bridge and connections to the Wollen
Cloth Trade led by Mike Richards. Start
time 10.30am and meet at the entrance to
St. Nicholas’s Priory in Mint Lane. Group
size limited to 15 so early booking
essential. Should take approx. 75 mins.

Sat
27th
Jul
2019

Veitch Lamp Post Trail led by Shane
Cormie, meet at the Board on the corner
of Howell Road and Elm Grove Road. Start
time 14.00 and walk should take approx.
90 mins. No charge but numbers are
limited to 12 so booking essential.

Aug
2019

Summer Social?? Tbc

Sept
2019

Visit to Gardens of University led by
someone from their team tbc

Chairman: Peter Wadham
peterwadham77@yahoo.com
Vice Chairman: Keith Lewis keithatecs@gmail.com
Treasurer: Christo Skelton ecs.treasurer@gmx.com
Secretary: Christo Skelton ecs.membership@gmx.com
Membership Secretary & Newsletter Editor: Christo
Skelton ecs.membership@gmx.com
Planning sub-committee: Pamela Wootton
p.m.wootton@exeter.ac.uk
Events Co-ordinator: Ruth McLeish
ruthmcleish@gmail.com
River, Canal & Quayside Group: Peter Nickol
pnickol@phonecoop.ccop
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Bank Standing Order Form

From 1st October 2019 and then annually until I instruct you otherwise please pay to:
Exeter Civic Society, CAF Bank,
sort code 40-52-40, account number 00032349
the sum of £10.00 / £15.00 (delete as required).

This Standing Order replaces any existing standing order in favour of the
Exeter Civic Society.
Name of your bank
Branch

.................................................................

Account Number
Account name
Signed

....................................................................................................................

Sort code

...................................................

.........................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................

Date.....................................................................................................................................................

Please note: You can send this form to the Membership Secretary with your Membership
Form.
Alternatively, you can set up or amend your standing order by contacting your bank in one
of the following ways:
* in person at your local branch using this form
* by post using this form
* by phone
* by internet banking
Please notify the Membership Secretary if you have done this
on 07791 732209 or by e-mail to exetercivicsociety@gmail.com
Exeter Civic Society is a registered charity No 286932

Tel: 01395-567795 Email: eanddbug@gmail.com
MAY 2019 NEWSLETTER
Service Changes this Month
Details have been rather late in coming, but we have finally received the following information
from Stagecoach for changes in the Exeter, East and Mid Devon and Teignbridge areas that took
effect on Sunday the 26th; hopefully timetable leaflets will be available in the information office
shortly.
Service 2 will have an earlier journey into Exeter and minor timing changes to improve reliability.
Services 4/4A/4B The frequency between Exeter and Cranbrook has been increased to 20 mins and
certain times have changed to improve reliability. Additional journeys on Sunday extend to Honiton
and then continue to Sidmouth as Service 9.
Services 5/5A/5B/5C The majority of journeys have been re-routed to serve West Garth Road and
Wrefords Lane to provide additional journeys into the City Centre and to also provide links to St
Davids Station (5A/5B). The timetable has been revised to improve reliability.
Services 6/6A Most journeys have been diverted to serve Tedburn St Mary and Pathfinder Village
and will serve Dunsford Hill and Cowick Street on the way to St Davids Station. The journeys that
remain on the A30 and Alphington Road are now numbered X6. The current 1800 departure from
Bude to Exeter will now depart at 1745 to provide better train connections.
Services 9/9A Minor timetable changes to improve reliability, particularly in the afternoon. A new
Sunday service will run between Honiton and Sidmouth, replacing seasonal service 56B.
Service 20 This is a tendered service and the operation will transfer to Dartline from 26th May
Services 55/55A/55B/55C/155 Changes to the timetable to improve reliability. Certain early
morning and late night journeys have been withdrawn.
Service 56/56A The Service 56A journey from Exmouth has been retimed to improve reliability.
Sundays operate between St Davids Station and Exeter Airport, the summer extension to Honiton
and Sidmouth being replaced by Services 4 and 9. Later buses to run on Sunday evenings.
Service 57. New timetable to improve the reliability of this key service. New Service N57 will link
Exeter, Topsham, Exmouth and Brixington every 30 mins on Friday nights/Saturday mornings and
Saturday nights/Sunday mornings with buses running until 0405 from Exeter
Service 58 Journeys into Exeter in the morning peak will depart earlier to ensure an on time arrival
into Exeter.

Services 98/98A have revised times to improve the reliability of these services.
Services 157/357 have revised times to improve the reliability of these services. The Summer
timetable on Service 157 starts again and runs until September 15th
NEW Open Top Hop 222 starts for the Summer season and will link Teignmouth, Dawlish and
Dawlish Warren on an hourly frequency (1305 from Teignmouth and 1335 from Dawlish Warren will
not operate)
Service A Frequency reduced to 12 mins and additional running time given to improve the reliability.
Service B/2B The route has been revised in Exeter to terminate at Union Road (Pinhoe covered by
new Service L) and extended hourly from Exminster to Dawlish as 2B. Timetable revised to improve
reliability.
Service E Frequency reduced to every 15 mins all day.
Services F1,F2 F2 will now terminate at Summerway (Pinhoe covered by new Service L) frequency
amended on both services to be a combined 15 min all day.
Service G This is a tendered service and the operation will transfer to Country Bus from 26th May
NEW Service L will operate between Pinhoe, Harrington Lane, Beacon Heath, Prince Charles Road,
Old Tiverton Road and the City Centre every 15 mins, extending every 30 mins through to St
Thomas, Dunsford Hill and Crossmead. This service will use single deck buses to increase the seating
capacity over the busy sections of the route. There will also be an evening and Sunday service to and
from Pinhoe. Serves EDF Energy in the morning and afternoon peak.

Changes in your Core Group
We were sorry to learn earlier this month that two of our most stalwart members – John and
Caroline - have had to resign from the Core Group for different personal reasons. All of us that
remain would like to thank them for their valuable contribution to the Group and to wish them
well for the future. In the meantime, we are a little depleted in numbers and would welcome new
members to join the Core Group and help share the work. Please do get in touch if you are able
and willing!

Devon General Centenary Rally
To celebrate one hundred years since the company was formed, the Devon General Society is
planning a centenary rally and running day on the racecourse at Newton Abbot on Sunday August
4th from 10am to 4pm. Devon General, Grey Cars and City of Exeter vehicles will be among those
on display. There will be a free bus to the site from the railway station. Entry is free and there will
be free parking, free rides, sales stalls and a café.
Other rallies in this area during the summer are planned for Tavistock on July 14th, Dorchester on
August 11th, Plymouth (Milehouse Garage) on August 25th and Kingsbridge on September 21st.

DN 29/5/19

The Exeter and District Bus Users Group exists to represent the views of bus and coach passengers in the ‘Greater
Exeter’ area and if you have any concerns that you would like us to take up on your behalf, please do not hesitate to
contact us. The Core Group currently consists of Robert Crawley (chairman), David Nappin, Peter Nickol, Roma Patten
and Sue Stevens. If you would like to join us, please get in touch by email or phone. If you no longer want to receive our
newsletters, please reply to this email and let us know.

